
“Restore unto me the joy of thy 
salvation;  Then will I teach 
transgressors thy ways; and sinner 
shall be converted unto thee.”   
Psalm 51.12a,13 
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Ephesians 2.1-10 

 

The Easter season is a wonderful time to reflect on the great gift of Salvation that we 
have received through Christ.  We as believers have the assurance that we can live in 
the fullness of Christ and know that one day we can spend eternity with Him.  Paul 
writes in Ephesians 2.1-10 about the grace of God.  He writes these words to the 
Church of Ephesus .  He reminds the people in verses 1-3 how that at one time they 
were dead in their trespasses and sins, and how they walked in the way of the world.   
Paul reminds them that they all once lived this way following  after the passions of the 
flesh and following after the desires of their bodies.  He also said that they were just 
like the rest of mankind.  The first three verses of this passage is on the negative side, a 
side that we need to be aware and reminded of, but what comes next is simply          
amazing.  Verse 4  begins with the conjunction, “but” (a conjunction is a word that 
connects two words, phrases, or sentences).  This is a wonderful transition!  In verses  
4-5a Paul states, 
 

 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved   
 us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 
 Christ 
 

He is reminding the Ephesians of God's great mercy and love to us while they were 
dead in their sins, and how He made them to be alive in Christ.  Next, he tells them 
that the only reason their salvation is possible is because of God’s grace.  He also states 
that in order to accept this free gift of grace they must have the faith to receive it.  He 
goes on to say that this act of grace is nothing that they have done on their own.  It is 
solely an act of God.  He also told them that this gift of grace was not an act of works.  
He said this to let them know that we as humans have done absolutely nothing to merit 
this gift.  Paul makes this statement knowing they would have become boastful in 
themselves.  Paul continues in verse 10 to say that we are God's workmanship.  This 
simply means God made us.  He also says that we were created in Christ Jesus for  
good works.  Simply put, when we are of Christ Jesus, we will begin to do the things of 
Christ.   
 

This passage should excite us as believers!  As you read these words I pray that you 

have been made new in Christ.  I hope that you have accepted this grace through faith.  

If you are reading this and have never accepted Christ Jesus' grace through faith, today 

is the day to take action.  As mentioned above, our God is rich in mercy and is wanting 

you to accept this gift of grace.  He wants you to admit that you are a sinner, believe in 

Jesus as your Savior, and confess him as Lord of your life.  If you are a believer, I     

encourage you to be pressing forward in your faith and be about the good works in 

which we were created. 
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“And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit  thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also.”  2 Timothy 2.2 
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During February, the Seniors had a wonderful 
Valentines Banquet.  The pictures speak        
volumes of the fun that was had by all.  Our 
guest speaker was Kenny Tedford.  Kenny is  
legally deaf and was considered retarded by his 
elementary teachers.  His marvelous story tells 
how God helped him overcome not only these 
challenges, but has helped him gain a degree 
from the University of Tennessee in theatre and 
is near graduation with a Masters Degree in 
Storytelling from ETSU.  His stories, the      
wonderful fellowship and great food, made for a 
special celebration of the "love for our 
neighbor." 

During March, eleven of our Seniors attended 
the Tennessee Seniors Retreat.  The only words 
that can describe the experience is "WOW!!"  
This event gets better every year.  The             
opportunity to spend time with the wonderful 
FWB Seniors from across our state is always  
refreshing and uplifting!  One of our Seniors, 
who attended for the first time, was asked if she 
will be going back, she replied "YES!!!" The date 
for next year's Retreat is March 12-14, 2012.   If 

you are fortunate enough to be 55 years old or 
older, you are encouraged to join in and find 
out just how wonderful it is to be a Senior! 

Events currently being planned include a 
Mother's Day Celebration on Saturday, May 
7th, a Father's Day Celebration on Saturday, 
June 18th and an Old Timer's Day that will be 
included during Homecoming.  Details of these 
and other events will be announced soon.                                                            

Seniorôs Banquet           Seniorôs Banquet            

We would like to thank the Kelley’s and everyone 
involved in putting together the Valentine Banquet 
last month.  Mr. Kenny Tedford, the speaker they 
picked was just wonderful.  He has such a great  
testimony.  We certainly enjoyed him as did        
everyone else that attended.  We wish him great 
success in his ministry. 

 

It is great the church has a senior program and is 
dedicated to events such as this.  I know sometimes 
we don’t like to admit it but we fall right into this 
category.  We certainly feel blessed to be a part of 
the Limestone Church. 

    Jackie/Linda Painter L to R  Senior Adult Directors Larry and Gayleen Kelley, and 
storyteller Kenny Tedford 
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Building Fund OfferingBuilding Fund Offering  

We will continue to receive Building Fund    Offer-
ings each second Sunday of each month during 
2011.  Our goal is $80,ooo.0o before we begin work 
in the sanctuary.  We encourage you to give sacrifi-
cially as we work to  improve our facilities.  The 
balance of our fund is $120.183.30.  Work will be-
gin officially Monday, May 2.   

Notes Of ThanksNotes Of Thanks    
The family of Trevor Cole would like to thank the church for 
their gratefulness in helping with the funeral expenses of their 
son.  “Your generosity and kindness was so overwhelming.” 

 

The family of Grace Marie Grubbs would like to thank the 
church for the beautiful basket of flowers sent in memory of 
Mrs. Grubbs.   

 

The family of Joe Peake would like to thank the church for the 
beautiful flowers sent in memory of Mr. Peake and for all the 
thoughts and prayers.   

 

The family of Elmer and Ruby Bailey would like to thank the 
church for the reception given in honor of their 72nd             
Anniversary.   

 

Clayton and Tammy Hampton wishes to thank the church for 
the gift to their Missions Account.   

New In The LibraryNew In The Library  

Several books have been 
placed in the library in 
memory of Karen Hall’s 
grandmother Marian    
Berberick.   

Radical by David Platt 

Crazy Love by Francis 
Chan 

True by James McDonald 

When Life Is Hard by 
James McDonald 

Radical Together by David 
Platt S Y D B R R R K D N W G R C H 

V R M M E J A A D O N K E R W 

Z A E T H Q F F A I O X S O V 

L F H W T F B M R L D Y U S W 

G T S D O V X P Q I H R R S K 

F S P D M H S E A S T E R D Q 

Q G I B Y A S M A Y H D E G Q 

E L P Q L H C K U J G B C X A 

N V B E O O H R A E F U T H Y 

K X I A N T O G D B R U I Y W 

Y F G L V U J M U D G M O C R 

Y L L I L E J K Q B X R N J J 

N G K A S M B L C G B Q W T E 

V G H U Z I C V E O J N U N X 

N D S S R E W O L F X A W M Y 


